Individual Sewage Disposal System
Stakeholder Process

Full Stakeholder Meeting

March 18, 2010

Work Group Report: Funding-Fees
This group did not report as planned.  They will report at a later date.

Work Group Report:  Training and Certification
This group is leaning toward having certifications tied to the risk tiers.  They also envision that the certifications would be based on a state level requirement but be administered at the local level. Any type of license issued would be good across the state. So far this work group has not taken up any continuing education requirements.  The presentation talked about using just one trained person from a health department and then that person would be responsible for training the staff.  This person would need the highest certification for a regulator.
The discussion that occurred after the presentation came mostly from Dave Akers with the group responding to his comments.  The cost of this certification system could be significant to the state.  It takes a good amount of time and money to administer the certified operator program for water/wastewater.  The people that administer this program are not “sold” on the idea of administering this additional program.  We learned that in Tri-County there are roughly 180 licensed entities that work in this industry.  Some people from industry stated they would support a fee for the state wide license; one contractor stated that they pay over $100 dollars a year in fees for licenses in several jurisdictions.  The fee side of this is being discussed in the Funding and Fee committee which has more work to do.
Dave Akers said there could be issues with counties or local health departments being able to revoke, suspend, or fine a state license holder.  I asked for more clarification.  Currently, the certified operator license program does not give another governmental agency other than the state the ability to impose a fine or a penalty against the license holder.  Some discussion occurred that the retail food regulations give local health department the ability to impose fines and/or penalties including closure or suspension of the operation.  This may be some authority that is given in consumer protection programs but might not exist or be possible in a program within water quality control.  More research will be done regarding this issue.

Dave Akers said that more needs to be done to ensure this is not some unfunded mandate.

Work Group Report: Graywater
The presentation followed the PowerPoint that we all received.  The committee is looking to include graywater language into the bill that would give the state the ability to have graywater rules and regulations.  Some items being considered:  Limiting the amount of gallons a system could handle in day, use of a graywater system for toilet flushing would need disinfection; committee is still looking at what might be required for a graywater system that is used for irrigation purposes.  The committee chair said that he believed that at a minimum a system would need storage capacity and a filter. Different tier of systems were also discussed. Initially the committee does not believe that the downsizing of an ISDS/OWS would be allowed until the use of graywater is more proficient within the state.
The following discussion occurred after the presentation.  Some questioned whether this sort of thing should be included in the bill/statute.  That including this in the bill could bog down all of the proposed changes that need to go forward.  Dave Akers felt that this was not the case that legislators could understand and pass a bill with graywater language included.  Some felt that graywater reuse should be based on the strength of the waste stream.  Which many at the meeting felt was being accomplished by narrowly defining what could be put into a graywater system.  Then a stakeholder on the phone brought-up some what ifs.  What if a homeowner washed dirty diapers out in the bathtub/washing machine?  What if a homeowner washes their dog out in the bathtub?  Larry Roesner the chair of the committee said that we are exposed to many risks and that we can’t control everything.  More discussion occurred on the numours benefits that might come from this proposal and how these benefits would outweigh these minimal risks.
Another question asked was what sort of soil would be required for a graywater irrigation system?  The answer from Larry was the soil requirements would be very minimal because these systems are very shallow, are in use only during the growing season when evapotransporation is at a very high rate, and typically have limited amount of flow going into them.

Work Group Report: Transfer of Title, Use Permits and Maintenance
This committee reported on many of the areas where they have reached agreement.  It appears that what is being proposed gives health departments the option to fully participate or have some opt out options.  If a health department is in they will have to follow the regulations for title transfer to make it consistent across the state.  This committee is looking to tie these three items of Transfer of title, use, and maintenance into the risk based tiers.
The discussion that occurred after the presentation consisted of some talk on why it is being called local control when it is more local administration.  Then Brian Scheffe asked how many local health departments would be opting in?  Someone stated on the phone they would have to see the program before they could fully comment.  

Dave Akers said that cost will be major consideration when looking at any of these workgroup proposals.  There are roughly 600,000 people who ultimately have a vote and a septic system and these ideas must be tied to cost to homeowners, contractors, health departments, ect.
What Dave would like to see from work group chairs, shortly, is a summary of what is the problem this work group is trying to tackle.  What options were considered in solving the problem, what option is the right solution and why and what effect would it have for any group of stakeholders and ultimately what are the potential costs.

The next meeting will be April 22nd.
