Onsite Wastewater System 2,000 Gallon Per Day Subcommittee
Presentation at March 11, 2010 “Big Group” Meeting
===============================================================
 Mission Statement

To evaluate whether 2,000 gallons per day is the appropriate flow number to define an onsite wastewater system (OWS) as a Domestic Wastewater Treatment Works thus requiring site location and design approval and a discharge permit. 
Current Statute (25-8-701)

The current statutory requirements were promulgated prior to 1970 and require a detailed preliminary engineering report and design documents for OWS.  Also, in areas where there is a designated water quality management planning agency (208 agency), a detailed utility plan may be required for relatively small OWS facility proposals. 
Issues Raised in Discussion
Issues raised by the subcommittee in reaching a recommendation: 

· What is an appropriate “scientifically-based” flow value to distinguish those OWS requiring state approval versus those that are not required to obtain state approval
· The complexity of the process increases significantly where state approval is required
· Dual approval (county/state) is required and a single approval is preferable
· There is significant difference amongst the counties’ abilities to review larger systems
· A level of 5,000 gpd was identified as one option for a maximum size of OWS that the counties would review

· Some on the group believe larger OWS benefit from the rigorous state site application approval process 
Committee Recommendations
The OWS 2,000 gpd subcommittee recommends revising the current statutory language in Article 8 and, perhaps in Article 10.  Without proposing specific statutory language, the subcommittee recommends that the statutory revisions address the following:

· Revise the definition of Domestic Wastewater Treatment Works to specify that the Commission will adopt criteria to define when an OWS is a DWWTW requiring state approval.  

· These criteria should include a requirement that OWS larger than 2,000 gpd:

· be designed using a risk-based approach;
· be required to conduct ongoing maintenance/monitoring commensurate with risk;
· be installed by a certified installer;
· be under a Responsible Management Entity
· Another likely criteria would be for the Commission to establish a ceiling flow value, perhaps at 5,000 gpd.  

· Apply to systems from 2,000 gpd up to the ceiling flow value.   Systems less than 2,000 gpd will remain under local health department jurisdiction.
